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Happy Holidays to our Beaver Lake Families!  

 

We hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and are looking forward to the upcoming winter break. The PTSA 

had quite a busy and fun November thanks the support of our members, and the BLMS faculty and administration.  

 

THANKS to all of you! One of the most rewarding events that took place in November was our Bucks for Bulldogs 

program and the awarding of grants to teachers and staff that puts your PTSA dollars right back into the classrooms. 

With our chair, Khristie Tobler, and committee members, Marci Bartholomae and Jen Belding, grants were reviewed, 

approved and are currently being purchased. Approved grants include whiteboards for science classes, atlases for 

social studies, supplies for the PAWS room, stability chairs, books, funding for PBSES teacher-to-teacher 

observation, and more! This program and these grants would not be possible without the generous donations to our 

Pass the Hat fundraiser by all of you! 

 

Congratulations to all students who participated in the 2018-2019 Reflections program. We received several 

remarkable entries that creatively conveyed the theme “Heroes Around Me.” The entries were on display in the 

Commons, but if you didn’t have chance to see them, visit the PTSA homepage (www.beaverlakeptsa.org). A special 

thanks to our Reflections Chair, Tanu Varshney, for all her hard work in running the program for BLMS this year! 

 

PTSA once again brought the Scholastic Book Fair to BLMS! The proceeds benefit the BLMS library, allowing our 

librarian to purchase more great books for all students to enjoy. Thank you to Lynn Taylor for chairing the event 

again and to the volunteers for their help in setting up, tearing down, and running the fair -- Christina Schubert, Jill 

Bengis, Amy Hughes, Michele Brady, Michelle Lyman, Lisa Grady, Rory Mullen, Amy Ketchum, and April Weiner. 

 

Trivia Night was back again this year with a great response. Thanks to all the kids, parents, and staff who joined in for 

the riveting rounds of trivia, the fast action minute-to-win-it games and Rubik cube competitions, and awesome 

raffles. Thanks to our Trivia Night chair, Stefanie Magnuson and PTSA members, Jennifer McCommon, Stacy 

Gazjuk, Debbie Lieberman, Lara Buis, and Sara Johnson, for making this such a fun event for all. A big shout out to 

our always entertaining emcees, Lane Helgeson and Stacy Cho! For those that missed the fun this year, we look 

forward to seeing you at next year’s event! 

 

If you’re interested in participating in shaping the direction of the PTSA, it’s never too late to get involved! One 

important and timely opportunity is to be a part of the Nominating Committee for next year’s PTSA Board of 

Directors. This is a fun and interesting way to influence the future of the Board, and it is easy to participate with little 

time involved – and best of all, the actual time commitment doesn’t occur until after the holidays! If you have interest 

in this important role, please contact Mary Jo Webb or Krystl McCandlish. 

  

We are also very excited that ParentWiser is back again this year with informative parenting lectures. The next event 

will take place on January 9, 2019 at 7pm at Skyline High School.  Local author and therapist, Jo Langford, will be 

speaking about adolescent digital behaviors and the risks and benefits with Digital Safety 101. This is a free event for 

all ISD PTSA members. Visit www.parentwiser.org for more details and to pre-register. 

 

It is our privilege to serve such a great community of families as your PTSA Presidents. If you have friends or 

neighbors who have not yet joined PTSA, please encourage them to do so. Together we can make BLMS a great place 

for our kids! We are grateful for your support, and we look forward to seeing you and hearing your voice at our next 

General Membership meeting on Jan. 10, 2019 at 6:45pm in the BLMS library. 

  

Wishing each of you a happy, healthy and safe holiday season!  

Mary Jo Webb and Krystl McCandlish 

PTSA Co-Presidents  

 
 

“Like” us on Facebook at Beaver Lake Middle School PTSA and find us at our website… 

http://blmsptsa.ourschoolpages.com/Home 
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SOUPS ON!! 
 

The next Staff Luncheon will be on Dec 14th.  It is 

the warm and cozy lunch of the winter!  Please be on 

the lookout for the sign up if you are a volunteer.   

 

If you are not on the sign up and would like to donate 

food (store bought or homemade), contact Lauri 

Kinnan at laurikinnan@yahoo.com or Neena Rana at 

neenarana@yahoo.com.  Happy Holidays! 

 

Thanks, Neena and Lauri 

 

 

 
 

 
 

These fun November events would not be possible at BLMS without the help of our star volunteers.   

 

PTSA REFLECTIONS 

Thank you to all the students who submitted their creative and inspirational entries.  A special shout out goes 

to the many BLMS staff who help with judging and to Tanu Varshney who served as event chair. 

 

BOOK FAIR 

The Book Fair was a great success! We really appreciate all the students, parents and teachers for supporting 

our fair. In total, we made over $1800 for the library! A huge thank you goes to our Book Fair volunteers, 

including Christina Schubert, Jill Bengis, Amy Hughes, Michele Brady, Michelle Lyman, Lisa Grady, Rory Mullen, 

Amy Ketchum and April Weiner, in addition to event chair Lynn Taylor. 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

We had over 100 people attend this family fun evening which included trivia, activities and great prizes. Thank 

you to the many PTSA volunteers who made everything run smoothly, including Jennifer McCommon, Stacy 

Gazjuk, Debbie Lieberman, Lara Buis and Sara Johnson, in addition to BLMS staff Mr. Helgeson & Stacy Cho. 

Plus, a special thanks goes to Stefanie Magnuson for chairing this great event. 
 

 

 

❖ Mon., 12/3: End of Tri 1 

❖ Wed., 12/5, 7-9pm: Winter Orchestra 

Concert 

❖ Fri., 12/7, 10:55am: Half Day for Grading, 

10:55am Dismissal 

❖ Fri., 12/14, 8:10-9:10am: Winter Concert 

Assembly 

❖ Thur., 12/20–Tue. 1/1: First Winter Break 
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December 2018 
 
Program Spotlight 
We live in a STEM heavy community. The Foundation funds several programs that help students with Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math. Two examples are:  
  

• Robotics Clubs are supported at several elementary schools and every middle and high school in the District. 
Schools compete in local and regional competitions, with the possibility of advancing to the world competition.  
  

• STEMPosium is an annual after school community event for students K-12 showcasing how to gain STEM 
skills and knowledge through exhibits from STEM related industries, classroom projects, afterschool clubs, and 
student competitions.   

  
Dining for Kids at Chinoise Sushi Bar & Asian Grill 
Wednesday, December 5: All day - Enjoy a great meal for a great cause! Dine at Chinoise Sushi Bar & Asian Grill in 
Issaquah Highlands on December 5 and Chinoise will donate a portion of your bill to Issaquah Schools Foundation. 
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